


Traveling the National Road Teacher Instructions

Student Activity: Conduct an Interview

Materials
e Two copies of occupation cards for each pair of students.

Objectives

After completing the student activity, students will be able to:

e List four facts about an occupation associated with the National Road and its importance to
Pennsylvania and U.S. history.

Standards

Pennsylvania Standards for History

e 823C

e B833A

e 833C

Pennsylvania Standards for Economics

e 6.13C

e 643G

e 653B
£
dlib

Procedures

1. Make copies of the occupation cards.

2. Put the students in pairs.

3. Give each pair two occupation cards.

4. Have the students read the cards they were given.

5. Have the children think about what they would like to ask their partner in an interview about the

National Road occupation on their partner’s card.
6. Suggest possible interview questions that will help students do this activity:
What do you do for a living?
Do you work outside, inside, or both?
What hours do you work (daytime, nighttime, both)?
How dangerous is your job?
What are some things that make your job harder or easier?
If you talk to people while you work, what do you talk about?
What adventures have you had on the job?
7. Have the students take turns being the one doing the interview and the one answering the
interview questions.
8. Have the students being interviewed answer as if they were employed in that occupation.
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Traveling the National Road Teacher Instructions

Student Activity:
What Is My Occupation?

Materials

List of occupations on the board or on a handout.
Occupation cards.

Objectives
After completing the student activity, students will be able to:

List four facts about an occupation associated with the National Road and its importance to
Pennsylvania and U.S. history.

Standards
Pennsylvania Standards for History

8.23C
833 A
833C

Pennsylvania Standards for Economics

6.1.3C
6.4.3G

6.53B
£

Al

Procedures

1.
2.

Have the names of the occupations on the board or on a handout for the students.
Tell the class that you have one of the occupations cards and you would like them to guess which
one it is by asking you questions about the occupations.
Ask only questions that can be answered “yes” or “no.”
Provide the students with some samples questions such as the ones listed below.
Do you work with animals?
Do you get dirty doing your job?
Is your job usually done by a man?
Do you work outside?
Do you sell things?
Do you do a lot of traveling in your job?
Set some limit on the number of questions the class can ask.
If a student thinks he or she knows the answer, have him/her ask, “Are you a [occupation]?”
Or have the students write their guess down at the end of the questioning.
Alternatively, arrange the students in pairs and have them complete this activity with each other.
Give each student one turn knowing the “mystery” occupation and answering the questions, and
another turn not knowing the occupation and asking the questions.
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Traveling the National Road Teacher Instructions

Student Activity:
Essay about an Occupation

Materials
e A copy of an occupation card for each student.

Objectives
After completing the student activity, students will be able to:
e List one aspect of the occupation they read about that they would like and one they would dislike.

Standards

Pennsylvania Standards for History

e 823D

Pennsylvania Standards for Economics
e 6.13C

e 643G

e 653B

Al

Procedures

1. Make copies of the occupation cards.

2. Give each student one card.

3. Have the students read the card they were given.

4. Have the students write an essay listing one thing they would like and one thing they would
dislike if they had to work at the occupation they read about.

Have the students describe how their occupation is related to the National Road.

6. Have the students illustrate their essays.

o
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